
Kacper began spending time at Francis 

Center when he was just 8 years old.  

Although the help with homework and 

instruction was important, Kacper says 

the most important thing he experienced 

during his time with Sr. Betty was the 

concept of diversity, acceptance and 

unity of community.  These values have 

resounded in him and guide him in his 

current studies at Buffalo State College. 
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Dear Friends, 

  

 Twenty years ago, a small group of children gathered around my kitchen table to receive some 

help with their homework.  From this informal beginning, Francis Center was born! 

 

 We knew there was a need:  Research has shown that Grade 3 is a pivotal point in learning, and 

that if a child is not reading at or above grade level by the end of Grade 3, their future academic success is 

in jeopardy.   

  

  Today, we’ve left my kitchen table behind and meet in the classrooms at 335 24
th

 Street in 

Niagara Falls where up to 30 children from grades 2 and 3 gather after school to get free help with their 

homework, math and reading from qualified teachers and volunteers. 

 

Does Francis Center work?  YES!  A 2012-2013 Northwest Evaluation Association test provided 

by Niagara Falls School District showed Francis Center students demonstrated a 100% improvement in 

Math, 89% improvement in reading and 84% improvement in language usage.   

  

Still, Francis Center is so much more… 

  It’s a place to learn kindness and caring for one another 

  It’s a place to develop social skills and creativity through fine arts 

  It’s a place to experience the joy of learning and creating in a safe environment 

  It’s a place to interact with caring, adult mentors and to build self-confidence 

It’s a place that provides a summer camp emphasizing academics and recreation 
 

Now we are celebrating our 20
th

 anniversary!  
Hundreds of children have benefited from their time at Francis 

Center – and with your help the mission can continue to grow. 

 
Please consider becoming a patron, placing an ad in the 

program book, and/or attending our dinner gala on June 8, 

2017 at Sheraton at the Falls.   For more information, please 

contact us at (716) 284-2050 or fc@stellaosf.org.   

 

Together, let’s teach wisely, act kindly and change lives!   

        

   Sincerely, 

 

 

 

   Sister Betty Neumeister, osf 

   Director, Francis Center 
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