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Walking in the footsteps of   

Jesus, Francis recognized     

the dignity of every person.  

He could serve both sultan 

and leper with the same gentle 

courtesy.   

This reverence in service 

ought to be an intrinsic quality 

of our lives.  We “should be 

prepared to wash one          

another’s feet.” 

Whether we minister among 

people who are materially 

poor, those who are impover-

ished by false values, or those 

who are made strangers and 

outcasts by society, it must be 

in this spirit. 

General Constitutions,  

Sisters of St. Francis, #19 

Sister Pat McMahon to Join General 

Leadership Team in Rome 

A newsletter excerpt from  

Saint Brigid of Kildare, Dublin, Ohio. 

     Sister Pat McMahon, 

OSF, has been elected to 

a five-year term as a 

member of the General 

Leadership Team of the 

Sisters of Saint Francis 

of Penance and Christian 

Charity. She will begin 

her appointment in 

Rome, Italy on February 

2, 2015. 

     As one of the five members elected to 

the leadership council that governs the 

Sisters of St. Francis, Sister Pat will be 

working in Rome to serve as needed on 

canonical business. She will also support 

the hospitality of the congregation, and 

will make visits to the provinces of the 

Sisters of Saint Francis, which spans six 

countries worldwide.  

     The congregation is made up of ten 

provinces, or geographical locations, 

which include three in the United States, 

two in Germany, one in the Netherlands, 

one in Poland, two in Brazil, and one in 

Indonesia. There are also three missions, 

which are in Mexico, Guatemala, and 

Tanzania. Sister Pat has been a member 

of Holy Name province for fifty years, 

which encompasses the eastern part of 

the United States. 

     Members of the leadership council 

are chosen from a variety of countries 

where the sisters are present. The minis-

ter general, who leads the group,  is an 

American from the California  province; 

the first assistant is from 

Brazil; and the three    

general councilors are 

from the United States 

(Sister Pat), Indonesia, 

and Poland.  The general 

headquarters for the    

congregation is located  

in Rome, Italy, where all 

five councilors will live 

and work. 

     One of the things which Sister Pat    

is excited about in her new ministry is 

getting to know so many more sisters 

and associates of her congregation and 

visiting all the places where they live 

and minister. In the past, she has had the 

opportunity to visit the community's 

missions in Tanzania, Mexico and     

Guatemala, but as part of this new     

ministry she will get to experience the 

many other cultures which are a part of 

her community's life.  "A lot of what's     

important in this ministry is listening— 

which is a gift I claim from God—to 

hear what people are saying beyond the 

words spoken," says Sister Pat. 

      Monsignor Hendricks of St. Brigid 

of Kildare’s Church states, "Sister Pat 

has shared her gifts with the community 

wherever she has served.  She has 

brought to a clearer focus the face of 

Christ to those in need.  As a Franciscan 

Sister, she has shown the true spirit of 

St. Francis, by her deeds.  We are grate-

ful for her ministry here at St. Brigid and 

wish her well.”  
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Francis Center Changing Lives  
            by Phil Cunningham    

John 3:16 
“God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone  

who believes in him may have eternal life.” 

     For this family of five, life was 

good in their homeland of Nigeria.   

     Olaitan Oyedeji is a civil engi-

neer who owned his own trucking 

company.  His wife, Fola, studied 

economics and had a very good job.  

A large comfortable home, three 

beautiful children, and their faith 

made their world complete. 

     It’s hard to imagine that their  

devotion to God would put them     

in harm’s way.  “John 3:16”  was     

inscribed on each of Olaitan’s trucks 

beneath the company name.  That 

open expression of his faith sparked 

the ire of Islamic jihadists who then 

targeted the company, its staff,  and 

the Oyedeji family.   

     Soon they lost everything and 

were running for their lives—hiding 

in friends’ homes until they could 

complete the paperwork necessary to 

come to America where they hoped 

they would find safety.   

     Leaving Nigeria in November of 2013, they landed at 

JFK.  Knowing no one, they followed the advice of 

someone who told them they could find help and hous-

ing in Michigan.  Once in Michigan they were directed 

to Detroit, but still the refugee centers that promised to 

help had no rooms available.   Finally, they arrived at 

VIVE in Buffalo—the nation’s largest refugee center—

in December 2013 and found the help that they needed.   

     VIVE is facing its own financial crisis due to          

increased wait times for court dates and diminished 

funding from the county.  While they once offered tran-

sitional housing, wait times of 1-3 years for those seek-

ing asylum means VIVE is really becoming a home for 

these families.  "It's a house of miracles because it's 

where our tears were dried and it's where our hopes are 

rekindled," Olaitan said. "This is where we have a new 

beginning." 

    A VIVE social worker reached out to the sisters at  

Stella Niagara to see if the campus had room to house   

           

 

the Oyedeji family.  Having often done so in the past, 

the sisters’ hearts were open to providing a safe haven 

for them.  So in June, Olaitan cried, “home sweet 

home!” as he and his family entered their small apart-

ment in Ormsby Hall on the Stella Niagara campus. 

     Meanwhile, Olaitan and Fola are waiting on approval 

of their green cards and remain overwhelmed by the 

love and help of the sisters and grateful for the assurance 

of security.  While their children attend the Montesorri 

class at Stella Niagara Education Park, Olaitan and Fola 

offer their help in various ways on campus, prepare for 

obtaining their U.S. educational credentials and look   

forward to finding their own new beginning.    

 

 
Gratefully accepting all as gift from the Father,  

we joyfully share ourselves and what we have with others,  

being especially attentive to the cry of the poor.   
 

Constitutions of the Sisters of St. Francis of Penance and Christian Charity,  

Chapter I:5 

     

Olaitan (top left) and Fola Oyedeji (right) share their story with Sr. Edith Wyss, provincial minister.          

Their children are twins Olamide and Ayomide and daughter, Modesola. 



Francis Center Changing Lives  
            by Phil Cunningham    

     My name is Phil Cunningham, and I 

joined the Advancement Office team at 

Stella Niagara in April.   On accepting 

this new challenge, I was so excited to 

learn about the incredible work that our 

sisters do each day in the community; 

and in particular, Niagara Falls.  

     There can be no doubt that there are incredible      

challenges facing the children and families in Niagara 

Falls, New York, where 34% of the population live in 

poverty1.   Enter Francis Center, a sponsored ministry of 

the Sisters of St. Francis led by Sister Betty Neumeister. 

     Sr. Betty is a powerhouse who has had enormous  

success in shaping and making positive change in the 

lives of so many children that have come through her 

doors.   Here children who are at risk are offered help 

with homework and reinforcement in reading and math; 

the opportunity to develop creativity through the fine 

arts; interaction with caring, adult mentors; supportive 

feedback to build self-confidence; discipline and       

guidance to increase self-control; social skills to learn     

to relate positively to one another; and kindness, respect 

and appreciation. 

     Studies have shown that 74% of children who are not 

reading at grade level by the end of Grade 3 will never 

catch up to graduate with their class.  A recent study2 

showed that 100% of Francis Center students showed 

improvement in Math, 89% showed improvement in 

Reading and 84% showed improvement in Language 

Arts.   

     A short time ago, I had the opportunity to interview 

one of Sr. Betty’s success stories: a young man named 

Kacper who decided to pay it forward by volunteering 

with the program that shaped his life.   

     Kacper began spending time at the Francis Center 

when he was just 8 years old. Now a recent high school 

graduate, he can recall his experience like it was yester-

day. Kacper told me how important the homework help 

and the instruction was that he received after his regular 

school hours. Perhaps what was more striking was what 

came next—and this gets at the heart of the mission of 

the Francis Center. Kacper told me that the most        

important thing that he learned and experienced during 

his time with Sr. Betty was the concept of diversity,    

acceptance and unity of the community. These values 

have resounded in him and will guide him through the 

next four years at Buffalo State College and beyond. 

      

If you put food and shelter in the inner city, 

you will reap survival. 

If you put art and beauty and values there, 

you will reap soul. 

 

To develop fully human beings in this society we 

must provide more than food and shelter. 

We must give living skills, group skills, and the 

civilizing value of the fine arts as well. 
Joan D. Chittister, OSB 

 

 

To learn more about Francis Center,  

1 Poverty rate data from www.city-data.com 

2 2012-2013 Northwest Evaluation Association test by Niagara Falls 

Sr. Betty with Kacper. 
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70 Years 
Sister Joan Nelson entered the novitiate at Stella Niagara on September 2, 1942 and 

was professed August 19, 1944.  Her various teaching assignments took her from 

Buffalo, NY, to New Jersey, Ohio and West Virginia.  Most notably, Sister Joan was 

an invaluable assistant in the Development Office of Buffalo Academy of the Sacred 

Heart in Buffalo, NY, where she served for almost 30 years.  Now retired and living 

at Stella Niagara, Sister remains active by assisting wherever she is able.  She prays 

that God’s love and blessings continue to flood her life. 

 

Born in Steubenville, OH, Sister Carmen Pares grew up in Weirton, WV.  After 

entering the Franciscans at Stella Niagara, her ministries have included assisting the 

small children at the former St. Ann’s Hospital in Columbus, OH and serving as 

house parent for boys at the former St. Vincent’s Children’s Center.  Sister Carmen 

assisted men with mental handicaps at the former Mount Aloysius, New Lexington, 

OH.  She is an active member of St. Leo Convent Community in Columbus and  

maintains altar linens for St. Charles Preparatory High School.  Sister also enjoys 

service to a family with 10 children and to many others. 

 

Born in Buffalo, Sister Catherine Tronolone graduated from Sacred Heart       

Academy in 1942 and entered the convent at Stella Niagara the following            

September.  She studied at Stella Niagara Normal School, St. Joseph Teachers’     

College (now Medaille), Dante Alighuri Institute in Rome, Italy, where she lived 

from 1952-1956 and 1969-1975 while teaching English.  Sister Catherine received 

her MA in classics at Catholic University in Washington, DC and studied theology 

at Fordham University and Seton Hill College.  With Venerable Bede she says it has 

pleased her to pray, study and teach.   

75 Years 
Sister Laura Garges came to Stella Niagara from Skelton, West Virginia in 1937.  

Sister spent most of her professed life serving her sisters. She lived at Stella         

Niagara and Sacred Heart Academy, Buffalo, NY; St. Aloysius, New Lexington, 

OH;  St. Therese Shrine and St. Charles, Columbus, OH.  Sister Laura was also    

involved in Parish Ministry at St. Mary, New Monmouth, NJ.  She retired to Stella 

Niagara in 1998 and became a resident of the Health Center in 2011.  Sister Laura 

retains her good humor and sense of fashion. 
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65 Years 
Sister Mary Owen Doody, a native of Columbus, Ohio, entered the Sisters of St. 

Francis in August 1946.  She taught at St. Joseph School, Gowanda, NY and St.    

Benedict, Buffalo, NY.  Sister Mary Owen also lived in New Jersey where she taught 

at St. Agnes and Our Lady of Perpetual Help Schools.  Sister served at schools in  

Columbus as a teacher at St. John, Holy Rosary (as superior and principal as well), 

and St. Anthony.  Her last active ministry was at St. Michael School in Worthington, 

OH where she was a teacher, computer enrichment coordinator and eventually, a  

volunteer.  She retired in 2006 and moved to Stella Niagara in 2011.  Sister Mary 

Owen checks the TV schedule regularly so that she might cheer on her Ohio State 

teams. 

Sister Mary Lacaria (Sister Mary Orlanda) entered the Sister of St. Francis in 1946 

and was finally professed August 18, 1949.  Following graduation from Rosary Hill 

(Daemen) College in Buffalo and Ohio State University, Sister Mary taught at         

St. John, St. Leo, St. Aloysius and Holy Rosary Schools and was principal at St.     

Anthony School in Columbus, OH.  She also taught at St. Joachim, Sacred Heart 

Academy, St. Lawrence in Buffalo, NY, where she also was pastoral minister.       

Before becoming guidance counselor at Stella Niagara, Sister Mary was also         

principal at Holy Trinity, Dunkirk, NY.  Though officially retired, sister maintains 

her southern charm while participating in all activities in the Health Center, as well as 

with the larger community.  Sister Mary says she truly enjoys the time she now has to 

pray leisurely. 

 

60 Years 
Sister Mary Diehl (Sister Jeanine) was born in Columbus, OH and entered the    

Sisters of St. Francis at Stella Niagara in 1951.  Sister Mary taught at our Lady of 

Lebanon, Niagara Falls, NY; St. Anthony, Charleston, WV; and Our Lady of the 

Rosary, Greenville, S.C.  Sister served in Columbus as house mother at St.         

Vincent’s Orphanage, taught at St. John and Sacred Heart Schools, was a nurse’s 

aide and pastoral associate at St. Ann’s Hospital, and was pastoral associate at Holy 

Rosary and St. Augustine Parishes and the Central College Presbyterian Church.  

She retired to St. Leo Convent in 2010.  Sister Mary came to the Stella Niagara 

health center in November 2013.  When asked, Sister Mary will tell you she enjoys 

her ministry wherever she is.  She enjoys all the activities in the health center and 

encourages others to participate. 
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50 Years 
Sister Joanne Fogarty (Sister Mary Jerome) first met "our" sisters during her 8 years 

of grade school at St. Rose in New Lexington, and 4 years of high school at St.      

Aloysius Academy, in a "little part of heaven," known as Perry County, OH.  Sister 

Joanne entered the novitiate at Stella Niagara immediately after high school.  Bache-

lor and Master degrees prepared her for the ministries of teaching, administration and 

now leading others to be formed in their Catholic faith.  She often thanks God for the 

lives of all those children, teachers, catechists, sisters, associates and friends who 

over these years have taught her so much about life with its blessings and pitfalls as 

we all journey toward our final destination.  Their thumbprint is firmly stamped into 

her heart.  In these last 50 years Sister Joanne has ministered at St. Lawrence School 

and Parish in Buffalo; St. Agnes School in Atlantic Highlands, NJ, St. Rose School in 

New Lexington, and presently at St. Brendan the Navigator Parish in Hilliard, OH.  

Sister Joanne says her heart continues to overflow with gratitude for the blessings our 

uncontainable God pours in abundance into our daily lives. 

 

 

Sister Maureen Harris (Sister Mary Jane) has taught for 16 years in elementary    

education.  Following that, she ministered as chaplain in a hospital and recently with 

families at Gerard Place, a transitional housing program for homeless single parents 

and their children  in Buffalo, NY.  She also collaborates with several Catholic 

Churches in Central  Buffalo planning for spiritual programs within the faith         

communities. 

 

 

 

Sister Connie Marlowe’s 50-year span working in education has included nine   

presidents, four popes, the birth of the internet, electronic textbooks and SMART 

boards.  She began her teaching career working with first graders and spent the last 

31 years working at Buffalo Academy of the Sacred Heart serving in many capacities 

from teacher to administrator.  Working with all the students and colleagues have 

been true blessings in her life. 

 

 

Sister Ann McDermott (Sister Annunciata) joined the Franciscan Sisters at Stella 

Niagara in 1964.  She earned her BA at Rosary Hill College (Daemen) in 1967 and 

taught at St. Joseph’s School, Gowanda, Bishop McMahon HS, Buffalo,  and at St. 

Agnes School, Atlantic Highlands, NJ.  After earning her MSW (social work) in 1976 

from Catholic University of America, Sister Ann became a caseworker with Catholic 

Charities.  In 1981, she moved to Florida and began work with Catholic Charities in 

Broward County as Coordinator of Parish Social Ministry.  Sister Ann began the 
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Franciscan Lay Associate program in South Florida with Associate Adele Gonzalez.  

Sister Ann says that her 30 years in the Archdiocese of Miami were truly blessed, and 

are among the most significant of her life.  She totally felt at home amidst the multi-

cultural and multilingual populations.  She says, “They ‘evangelized’ me and opened 

me to new expressions of God’s love and compassion.”  Now living at Stella Niagara, 

Sister Ann incorporates her   experiences in Florida into her ministry at St. Peter’s 

Faith community in Lewiston, NY.    

 

Sister Elizabeth (Betty) Neumeister (Sister Monica) has been very fortunate to have 

had the opportunity to have obtained both a Masters Degree in Education and in     

Social Work and has been in a variety of wonderful ministries.  Her teaching experi-

ences have been in Buffalo, NY; Columbus, OH; and Greenville, SC working with 

children of various socio-economic backgrounds and with emotionally disturbed   

children in a day treatment center.  She has worked as a house parent in a residential 

treatment center for emotionally disturbed children.  As a social worker, she has 

worked at the Buffalo Hearing and Speech Center in Buffalo, NY and at People Inc. 

Family Care in Buffalo,  She has also served as administrative assistant for the Sisters 

of St. Francis at Stella Niagara, NY.  Presently, Sister Betty is the Director of Francis 

Center, an after school program for inner city children in Niagara Falls.  

  

 

 

Sister Regina Snyder (Sister Emily) shared that she is happy, healthy, and delighted 

to be alive! Being the 7th born of 14 children of Nellie and John Snyder, Sister       

Regina learned early on in life how to get along in large groups, problem solve and 

get her own opinions heard before reaching a consensus. Currently, she is celebrating 

her golden year of jubilee!  Sister Regina now works part-time at Holy Spirit School 

in Columbus, OH on development and grant writing. 

 

 

Sister Edith Wyss (Sister Mary Padua) is a graduate of Rosary Hill College and has 

a Masters in Math Education from Ohio University.  She taught at Stella Niagara,  

DeSales High school in Columbus, OH and served in many capacities, including 

principal, at the Buffalo Academy of the Sacred Heart.  For 15 years, Sister Edith   

also taught College Math one night a week at the Consortium of the Niagara Frontier 

which serviced Attica, Wyoming and Collins prisons.  For several years, Sister Edith 

served as the Director of the Heath Center at Stella Niagara and, since 2003, has 

served on the Provincial Council—the congregation’s leadership team.  Since 2011, 

Sister Edith has held the position of Provincial Minister of Holy Name Province.   

 



NEWS BRIEFS 

Congratulations Sister Beth Brosmer for receiving the Management Award,        

presented by First Niagara Bank, at the 2014 YWCA Niagara Women of Distinction 

Awards held on September 23, 2014.  For the past five years, Sister Beth has served 

as executive director of Heart, Love & Soul—a food pantry and dining room for 

those in need in Niagara Falls, NY.  Sr. Beth tells us that more than 130,000 meals 

were served to their guests from July 2013—June 2014, and the need continues to 

rise.  As winter approaches, Sr. Beth tries to gather gloves, hats and scarves to help 

the homeless.  If you would like more information or would like to help, please seek 

out their website www.heartloveandsoul.org. 

October Tribute Dinner a great success!  
     Early in the year, the leadership of the Sisters of St. Francis   

approached the Tribute Dinner committee with a request.  They 

wanted to be able to provide the elderly and infirm sisters with 

Lifeline® Life Alert bracelets or necklaces and other assistive 

technologies, which can benefit the sisters. 

     The amazing committee, chaired by Dr. David Cristantello,  

volunteered their time and expertise which resulted in a sold-

out event and more than $58,000 for the sisters’ needs. 

     David, shown at the right with Srs. Barbara Pfohl and        

Teresa Miklitsch, (could it be that David is tall, or our sisters 

are on the short side?), was delighted to be the dinner’s honor-

ary chairperson.  He has a long association with our sisters, 

having served as Vice President for External Relations at     

Daemen College (formerly Rosary Hill) for more than twelve 

years, and his current Board service for the Center of Renewal 

at Stella Niagara.    

     The annual dinner auction is held in early October at a     

private club in Buffalo, NY.  If you would like to donate an 

item for the auction or would like more information, please 

contact the advancement office at advancement@stellaosf.org 

or 716-754-2193.  
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October Tribute Dinner a great success!  
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PACE Assists Sisters 
by Sr. Chris Diensberg 

 

     There is an increasing national trend toward programs directed    

at keeping persons in their homes as long as possible.  In Niagara 

County, one such program is called “program for all-inclusive care 

for the elderly” (PACE) and is administered out of the Health       

Association of Niagara County (HANCI).    

     To date, 22 of our sisters have enrolled in the program, which   

results in considerable savings for our elderly sisters’ care.  The    

program covers required medications and equipment, and accessible 

transportation to the local center in Niagara Falls and appointments.  

At the center, a variety of medical services are provided including 

occupational and physical therapy, podiatry, and psychiatric services.  

There are also twice a week activities, which I enjoy very much. 

     I’ve met many new friends in the large and welcoming space.   

We participate in storytelling, sing-alongs, BINGO, and share a hot, 

noon meal.  I’ve even had the opportunity to entertain my new 

friends with my storytelling, jokes and music (I’m seen in the photo 

playing my accordion on Dyngus Day).  It has been such a blessing 

to be able to participate in a  program that provides us with good 

care, plus lets us share our story with others and listen to theirs.   

This has been a great blessing in so many ways.   

     While working as a Director of Religious Education 

for the Diocese of Columbus, Ohio, I was asked by my 

community to include additional outreach to the many 

poor and disadvantaged persons who 

reside in rural Ohio.  The community 

requested that we accept the invitation 

to live, to teach and to reach out in love 

to the very needy persons of our rural 

communities. 

     The geographic area of ministry    

includes several hundred families of 

Appalachian origin who live deep in the 

hills of southern Ohio.  The areas of concern include 

meeting the  needs for housing, clothing, funds for     

education for the very young, and job training for the 

unemployed.  Summer provides time for Bible School 

and encourages times to share Gospel living.  Hospitals 

offered chaplaincy certification so that we could assist 

the clergy in ministry to the many      

patients who depend on chaplains for 

spiritual concerns.  Serving the many 

young unwed mothers who came to our 

door for spiritual and medical help 

made a deep impression on those of us 

who assisted these young women. 

     After many years the ministry      

continues to flourish with the help of 

many volunteers who are dedicated to living the Gospel.  

All-in-all, rural evangelization adds a new dimension to 

Franciscan living and giving. 

Franciscans Evangelize 
            by Sr. Christina Kraus 
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With God In Another Way       

SISTER CORINNE HALSEMA  

January 26, 1927—June 21, 2014 

One of four daughters of John and Constance Durbin Halsema, Rita graduated from Rosary High 

School and went on to receive her BS in History and Social Studies and her MA in Education 

from Ohio State University before entering the novitiate at Stella Niagara in 1948.  After first 

vows in 1951, Sister Corinne began teaching at the Buffalo Academy of the Sacred Heart.      

Four years later she became its principal.  After six years she became the principal of Bishop  

McMahon High School, Buffalo, then novice mistress at Stella Niagara, followed by provincial 

minister.  From 1979 to 1989 Sister Corinne served in Rome as the first American to hold the 

position of general minister.  During her tenure, the revised constitutions of the congregation 

were approved by the Vatican and other important changes were initiated.  As we remember Sister Corinne and her 

beautiful life of service, we see in her a mosaic of wisdom, prayer, love and fidelity.  A Mass of Christian burial was 

held in Saint Catharine’s Church, Columbus, OH and burial was in St. Joseph Cemetery, Lockbourne, OH. 
 

SISTER LORETTA PETERSEN 

June 8, 1927—July 15, 2014 

Born in Lackawanna, NY, to Frank and Helen Hayes Petersen, Mary Ellen was raised in 

Balboa, Panama and after her graduation from Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Seminary 

(Stella Niagara) she worked for four years before entering the novitiate at Stella Niagara in 

September 1948.  She earned a BS from Rosary Hill (Daemen) College and a MS in Library 

Science from Catholic University of America in Washington, DC.  She taught in various 

high schools and grade schools in Ohio and West Virginia and in St. Francis International 

School in Rome.  Sister Loretta served as librarian in a number of schools as well as Mt. 

Carmel Hospital in Columbus.  Known for her droll sense of humor, her love of reading and 

her quest for knowledge, she always had interesting questions and lively conversations.  Sister Loretta came to the 

Health Center at Stella in mid-summer and two days later on the feast of St. Bonaventure she joined her dear friend 

Sister Corinne Halsema in heaven.  Her wake service, funeral Mass and burial were at Stella Niagara. 
 

SISTER SARAH DORAN 

February 5, 1916—September 19, 2014 

Lucy, the only daughter of Francis and Sara Barker Miller Doran, was born in Columbus, 

OH, and graduated from Sacred Heart Commercial High School in that city.  Entering the 

novitiate at Stella Niagara in September 1936, she professed her first vows in August 1938.  

Her teaching career included St. Agnes School, Atlantic Highlands, NJ, Holy Rosary School 

and Rosary High School, Columbus.  Sister Sarah earned a B.Sec.Sc. at Nazareth College, 

Rochester, NY and a MA in Business Education from Catholic University of America.  Her 

long tenure as a teacher at Rosary Hill (Daemen) College began in 1955.   After 22 years she 

accepted the position of Director of Financial Aid.  Upon retirement in 1983, she found new 

ways to use her creative energy.  One of her passions was clown ministry.  Completing the “clown school course”    

she relished entertaining in schools, day care centers, nursing homes, etc. as “Little Bubbles.”  Sister Sarah also     

studied handwriting analysis and lectured on the topic at various venues.  During her 12 years in the Health Center   

her cheery attitude continued to spread joy.  After a Mass of Christian burial, Sister Sarah was laid to rest in Stella   

Niagara Cemetery. 



HONOR AND MEMORIAL CARDS  

FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
 

 The exquisite photography of Sr. Carolyn Fisher provided the inspiration for the designs of our 

honor and memorial cards.  Recipients share in the prayers of the sisters and remembrance in masses 

offered in the sisters’ chapel at Stella Niagara, N.Y. 

 Donations for the cards help fund the care provided to our infirm and elderly sisters, as well as 

contribute to the ministry and mission efforts of the Sisters of St. Francis. 

 Cards are available from the Advancement Office by calling (716) 754-2193, or online at 

www.stellaosf.org.   

For the living... 

For the deceased... 
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Sisters of St. Francis of Holy Name Province, Inc.  

Stella Niagara Preserve Update 

     According to their Fall 2014 newsletter, the WNY Land 

Conservancy has received more than $2.6 million of the $3.2 

million needed to create the preserve.  Most recently, a 

$300,000 grant was received from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service’s Great Lakes Restoration Initiative through the Joint 

Venture Habitat Protection and Restoration Program.  This 

award demonstrates how critically important protecting the 

Stella Niagara Preserve property is to the health of the entire 

Great Lakes ecosystem.   

     Preserving the meadow property along the river is a desire 

shared by the Sisters of St. Francis, and the sale of the land 

would provide additional funds to meet ministry needs.   

     More information about the project may be found on the     

Conservancy website:  www.wnylc.org. 

Will you join us by donating the cost of a tree? 

We will plant a bush or tree on the grounds of Stella Niagara in 

the memory or honor of a loved one. 
 

____$30     ____$50    ____$75    ____$100 
(Varying prices per variety and size of plant) 
 

Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip:__________________________________________________________________ 

                            

In memory/honor/of:______________________________________________________________ 

 

Please send your check, payable to the Sisters of St. Francis Development Fund to:   

Office of Advancement, 4421 Lower River Rd., Stella Niagara, NY  14144 


