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FRACTALS: A fractal is a non-regular 

geometric shape that has the same degree of non-
regularity on all scales. It comes from the Latin fractus, 
meaning an irregular surface like that of a broken 

stone. 
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A reception in the convent will follow.A reception in the convent will follow.A reception in the convent will follow.A reception in the convent will follow. 

Healing our wounded world… 
 
Recognizing God in all and All in God 
submitted by S. Jolene Ellis 
 

 
The yearnings – of Christ – that all may be one, of Abbe Louis 
Bautain – for one world, healed, unified, and transformed – 
reach deeply into my being with an ache that oozes from my 
very pores. What happens in every moment, in every place, 
is intricately linked and touches the whole cosmos and beyond. We are so much 
more alike than different. What a cause for rejoicing – and for grieving. A flower 
unfolds. A child smiles. A lizard bobs its head. A star streaks across the  night sky. A 
cool breeze blows. A seed pod explodes. And Elijah’s listening ear recognizes God’s 
whisper (1 Kgs 19:12b). Yes, we all come from the same stardust. 
 
How can I intentionally embrace and promote all that unites us rather than letting 
differences be a source of division? 
  
Excerpt from Praying in These Emerging Times,  A Reflective Journal from LCWR; That All May Be One by Judith Dieterle, SSL 

Mandala Sacred geometry Fractal Rangoli Overlapping circles grid - Buddhism  



 

From the Office of Advancement…From the Office of Advancement…From the Office of Advancement…From the Office of Advancement…    Barbara Johnson, DirectorBarbara Johnson, DirectorBarbara Johnson, DirectorBarbara Johnson, Director    
 

We’re wrapping up the last bits from our annual Tribute Dinner gala.  The well-enjoyed event is 
as vibrant as ever thanks to a wonderful committee and team of volunteers who make sure things 

run smoothly. 

A few snapshots from the evening include Sr. Edith with Mario 
and Jillian Colucci (Jillian is the manager at our local M&T 
bank), Sr. Clara Ruoh from Indonesia with Sr. Margie who is 
holding a “nun” sugar cookie – our gift to our guests, and Sr. 
Edith with Mary Jo Ketchum and Jennifer Demert who was our 

honorary chair. 
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Peach Queen 2018...Sr. Christine Diensberg 

Handing over the reign and crown is 2017 

Peach Queen, Sr. Marina Matracia 
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From The Archives… Sr. Mary SerbackiFrom The Archives… Sr. Mary SerbackiFrom The Archives… Sr. Mary SerbackiFrom The Archives… Sr. Mary Serbacki    
 

As another school year has begun for a 21st century generation, it is interesting to read about the experience 

of an earlier time.  This reminiscence was composed by Roseanne Nash Eumen, younger sister of our S. 

Euphemia Nash, who unexpectedly found herself at St. Aloysius Academy in New Lexington “back in the 

day.”  Although Roseanne did not date her writing, it seems that it was probably composed about 1989. 

 

Memories 

 I suppose I should begin at the beginning.  As I remember, it happened quite unexpectedly when, 

one afternoon, a knock sounded on our door and answering it found Mother Lima from S.A.A. standing there.  

She was a very stately lady, with a ready smile and kindly eyes.  Upon entering the house, she asked to see 

my mother and after talking for a few minutes I was called into the room.  

 The nature of her visit was soon made known to me.  Due to over-crowding at St. Rose School, some 

of the girls were being invited to attend S.A.A. for their 7th and 8th grades.  I was one of the invited!!  I 

remember how I felt, very excited and honored, but a little apprehensive. 

 The next few weeks were spent in finding uniforms.  My cousin, Tillie, had graduated from S.A.A. and 

had two middies and a black pleated skirt.  This was the dress for fall and spring.  The winter uniform was a 

navy serge dress, sporting two pleats on either side, front and back, loosely belted at the waist.  The collar 

was white and on special occasions, white cuffs were added to the long sleeves.  Black cotton stockings and 

oxfords completed our dress code.  Very warm and very sensible. 

 Of course, with the passing of time the middy and skirt were replaced by a cotton short sleeved 

chambray dress and the serge gave way to the navy jumper and light blue blouse.  The oxfords and cotton 

stockings never changed, but the color went from black to a medium tan.  We really looked classy, didn’t 

we?  I don’t know about the rest of you, but to this day I never 

can wear medium tan hose. 

 The first day of school finally arrived.  Armed with very 

little courage and much enthusiasm, I hurried up the hill.  

Sitting atop that hill was St. Aloysius Academy, visible from 

every direction, a landmark that spoke of service to God and 

the local community.  The chapel steeple reached into the sky 

and its bell called us to prayer.  

 I walked into the gym ready to become a full-fledged 

S.A.A. “young lady.”  Those two words, “young lady” made a 

lasting impression.  To me, it meant I was someone special.  

Special to God.  Special to the Sisters and special to my new found friends.  This was the beginning of a six-

year experience that unfolded day after day, year after year. 

 Gathering in the study hall, we were assigned desks and briefed on the school’s rules.  The study hall 

was the same when I graduated as on that first day. 

 The 7th and 8th grade classroom was down the hall and just around the corner.  It had three windows, 

12 desks and chairs and was very small.  Sr. Laurissa’s desk was so close I could reach out and touch it, if I 

dared.  There was ample room in the desk for all my school needs, so the locker in the gym held my coat, 

boots, lunch, gym clothes, and oh yes, a very important item, my lipstick.  The key to the locker was to be 

worn on my belt.  Using it was only a formality, because I trusted everyone and can’t remembering losing 

anything. 

         [to be continued] 
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Activities at Buffalo Academy of the Sacred HeartActivities at Buffalo Academy of the Sacred HeartActivities at Buffalo Academy of the Sacred HeartActivities at Buffalo Academy of the Sacred Heart    

The season of traditions begins at the Academy. Over the many years students have received their class 

rings at school as their senior year began or as juniors at a Mass with their family and friends. October 13 

is the date for this year’s junior ring ceremony. Rev. Jim Croglio will be the celebrant and each girl will 

carry a rose with their ring attached. After the blessing a representative of the family or her father will 

place the ring on the junior’s finger and she will present the rose to her mother or family member. The 

celebration will continue after Mass with a reception presented by the sophomore class.  

Another tradition is the Mother-Daughter communion breakfast to be held on Sunday morning October 28 

at Classics V restaurant. Rev. Lou Klein will celebrate Mass and the girls will enjoy a buffet breakfast with 

their moms and their friends. Years ago there was a Mother-Daughter tea held in the back yard of SHA 

during the month of May. Traditions may change a little but the time spent with family is still an 

important part of SHA life.  

A recent tradition the Environmental Club has started is to take a trip to Youngstown, NY to pick apples 

and gather pumpkins. The students paint the pumpkins and distribute them to a nursing home in the area. 

The residents look forward to their special visitors and their gifts.  

As the first quarter of the academic year approaches it is also the culmination of the various athletic 

events. The golf team has repeated as the league champions, the swim team is doing very well and 

members have set new records for various events. Field hockey is finishing their season with a challenge 

game between faculty, parents and seniors vs juniors, sophomores and freshwomen! There is not a playoff 

time for them so they finish their season with this fun competition. Soccer, volleyball and cross country 

will have regular playoffs. 

The academy welcomed our international visitors on October 17th and students were excited about 

meeting the sisters from around the world. Student tour guides made sure the sisters saw every aspect of 

the Academy.  

The annual Mass of Remembrance will be held on Monday, November 5 at 4 pm in the academy chapel. 

This is a time when alumnae, relatives and friends are invited to pray together in thanksgiving for the 

lives of their family 

members who have 

died this past year. 

All are welcome to 

join us.  

If you have not 
seen the new web 

site of SHA, take a look. It 
is very easy to use. www.sacredheartacademy.org.      
     ~Sr. Mara Walton 



 

Please pray for Sister William Elsener who was called home on September 29, 

2018.  S. William was born in Charleston, West Virginia on January 10, 1925 and was 

professed at Stella Niagara on August 18, 1945.  She was a member of the Stella 

Niagara Health Center Community.  May she rest in peace.  

Your prayers are kindly requested for the repose of the soul of our beloved Sister 
Mary Catherine Doone of the Stella Niagara Health Center Community who was 
called home on Sunday, October 7, 2018.  S. Mary was born in Columbus, Ohio on 
June 30, 1934 and professed at Stella Niagara on August 18, 1955. May she rest in 
peace. 

 

Let us pray for the eternal rest of Irmã (Sister) Paula Maria Hertz who 

passed away on the September 30, 2018 at St. Francis of Assisi convent Santa 

Maria-RS-Brazil.  Sister Paula Marie was born on the August 25, 1931 and 

professed on February 3, 1955. 
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ENTERED NEW LIFE 

All praise be Yours, my Lord, through Sister Death, from whose embrace no mortal can escape. 

♦ The provincial secretary is Theresa Morrison and the email address has changed  

to provincialsecretary@stellaosf.org 

♦ Administrator emails will now go to lamarshanke@stellaosf.org  THIS IS A 

CHANGE, I've added my middle initial.   
 

Please update your contact information. 

REMINDER 


