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Briefing with US Ambassador on AfricaBriefing with US Ambassador on AfricaBriefing with US Ambassador on AfricaBriefing with US Ambassador on Africa----Related Issues. Related Issues. Related Issues. Related Issues. On the afternoon of 
September 25, 2016, the International Day of Prayer for Peace, JPIC Promoters 
joined other men and women religious in Rome at the home of the United States 
Ambassador to the Vatican for a briefing on the efforts of Alexander Laskaris, 
Deputy Commander of AFRICOM for Civil-Military engagement, and his colleagues 
in Africa. He spoke of differentiating between military groups, which the people of 
a country run to in times of trouble and efforts to strengthen them, and those 
which people are running from in times of trouble and working with them to try to 

change their situation of violence.  

 He shared the policy of the 
US not to give the weapons to local 
military groups, but to teach them 
to build relationships. Quoting 
Nelson Mandela, he noted that 
people want to follow leaders and 
it is important that they be good 
leaders. In partnership with USAID, 
they seek to find peaceful solutions 
to the problems which people face, 
knowing that violence does not 
work. This is not an easy task, and 
he candidly said that diplomacy in 
most circumstances is not about choices between good and evil, but rather 
choosing between appalling options. His mandate is to pick the least damaging 

alternative and prevent the loss of life.  

 In response to our questions, he shared examples of some of the 
difficulties which are often faced. He believes that often they are speaking one 
language, but the African government leaders with whom they are speaking hear 
another language. They say: “Please secure the airport so humanitarian aid can 
get into your country.” The government officials hear: “Please secure the airport so 

we can take over your country.”  

 The Ambassador spoke of the importance of mobilizing civil societies, 
trade unions and associations to bring about change, not only in governments, but 
in patterns of corruption. He shared that, while there is a 67 nation coalition 
against ISIS, it is much more difficult to form a group against a sovereign nation 
and foreign policy in the United States is driven by constituencies and directed 
towards humanitarian aid. Combat veterans are tired of violence and there is a 

push to find other avenues of aid.  

 It was both a sobering and an uplifting afternoon. Sobering because the 
issues are enormous and thousands of people are dying, and it is uplifting to know 
that, while they may not make the daily news cycles and sound bites, many efforts 
are being made to bring peace and humanitarian support to so many trouble 

areas.—Contributor: Sr. Patricia McMahon, OSF, Councilor with JPIC Focus Sr. Patricia McMahon, OSF, Councilor with JPIC Focus Sr. Patricia McMahon, OSF, Councilor with JPIC Focus Sr. Patricia McMahon, OSF, Councilor with JPIC Focus  
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FROM THE OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT  by Barbara Johnson, Director    

 I spent this past weekend wrapping up the Tribute Dinner.  Although I’m waiting for a couple 
of invoices to arrive, I anticipate a net profit of approximately $70,000 to support our health center!  

We had some fun with a new “angel pop” raffle at the dinner.  We even enlisted the Pope to 
help sell the chocolate angels which were lovingly made by Sr. Geraldine Nowak.  Thank you to all 
who attended, and helped.  Without our marvelous volunteers and committee, this event would not 
be possible. 

 The December sweepstakes have been mailed.  For 
those of you who wish to participate and live on the Stella 
Niagara campus, you can find a box of tickets in the dining 
room by the mail boxes.   The Chiapas newsletter has been 
completed and I’m now working on the Good News and the 
Christmas appeal!  Where does the time go? 



 It was wonderful to have so many sisters and associates attend our Mass on 
the feast of St. Francis. As is tradition, singing the blessing at the end of Mass is a 
special time for the SHA community and many of the faculty and students have 
expressed how important this is for them. THANKS 

 Another tradition that is an important part of SHA is the annual Mother – Daughter Mass and 
breakfast held on October 30 at Classics V. Over 200 students, their Moms and grandmothers 
joined together at the celebration. The weekend of November 4 - 6 Sister Act will be performed on 
the SHA stage. Performances are at 7:00 pm on Friday and Saturday with a Sunday performance at 
2:00 pm.  

 The Advancement and Alumnae office is busy planning the events of November. The 
Scholarship and Awards dinner is Thursday, November 3 at the Atrium at Rich’s. This is the time 
SHA honors alumnae and others who have worked in the community and shared their time and 
talent throughout the years. The Mass of Remembrance is Monday, November 7 at 4:00 pm. 
Alumnae and friends who have lost loved ones over the past year are invited to join in thanksgiving 
for the gift of their life. 

 Time passes quickly and the Entrance exam for the class of 2021 will be held on Saturday, 
November 19. If you know of any young woman in eighth grade that would like to attend the 
Academy, check the SHA website for details. The senior class will give their presentation honoring 
Christ the King on Wednesday, November 23 at 2:00 pm before the Thanksgiving holiday. 

 An ongoing project at SHA is to organize and add to the archive collection. Some of you have 

been most generous in sending pictures and other memorabilia. Your assistance is greatly 

appreciated. If you have any items or questions, please contact Sister Mara at 716 834 2101, x317. 

Over the past few months some things from the archives have been moved to the newly created 

museum area in the lower lobby. You may recognize the uniforms from the 1940’s, 1960’s and 

1980’s! 

ACTIVITIES AT SHA    by S. Mara Walton    
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Center of Renewal Retreat & Conference CenterCenter of Renewal Retreat & Conference CenterCenter of Renewal Retreat & Conference CenterCenter of Renewal Retreat & Conference Center    
    (716) 754(716) 754(716) 754(716) 754----7376 (Nancy/Ext. 1, Donna/Ext. 2, Joyce/Ext. 3) 7376 (Nancy/Ext. 1, Donna/Ext. 2, Joyce/Ext. 3) 7376 (Nancy/Ext. 1, Donna/Ext. 2, Joyce/Ext. 3) 7376 (Nancy/Ext. 1, Donna/Ext. 2, Joyce/Ext. 3)     

    

NEW WEBSITE: NEW WEBSITE: NEW WEBSITE: NEW WEBSITE: www.stellaniagararetreats.orgwww.stellaniagararetreats.orgwww.stellaniagararetreats.orgwww.stellaniagararetreats.org    

    

NEW ENEW ENEW ENEW E----MAIL:    MAIL:    MAIL:    MAIL:    centerofrenewal@stellaosf.orgcenterofrenewal@stellaosf.orgcenterofrenewal@stellaosf.orgcenterofrenewal@stellaosf.org    

    

Contact us for detailed fliers & information on the following retreats:Contact us for detailed fliers & information on the following retreats:Contact us for detailed fliers & information on the following retreats:Contact us for detailed fliers & information on the following retreats:    
    

Biblical Personal Profile: Understanding Yourself and Others through Biblical Comparisons (Workshop-Retreat).  

November 11-12, 2016, by COR Execu�ve Director Nancy P. Askins, PhD, CMQ/OE.  Fee: $166 per person (1 night).  

Addi�onal customized nights possible for expanded personalized DiSC™ coaching (call for details). Advance reserva�ons/

$50 non-refundable deposit due by November 1, 2016, at 3:00 pm.   

 

Advent Retreat Weekend by Fr. Tom Hartle, OFM: December 1-4, 2016.  Fee: $295 per person (3 nights).  Advance 

reserva�ons required w/$90 non-refundable deposit due by November 17, 2016, at 3:00 pm. 
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Although it’s only October, it’s not too early Although it’s only October, it’s not too early Although it’s only October, it’s not too early Although it’s only October, it’s not too early 
to start thinking about your Christmas to start thinking about your Christmas to start thinking about your Christmas to start thinking about your Christmas 
greeting for the ATP. Please send your greeting for the ATP. Please send your greeting for the ATP. Please send your greeting for the ATP. Please send your 
greeting to me  at stheresa817@yahoo.com greeting to me  at stheresa817@yahoo.com greeting to me  at stheresa817@yahoo.com greeting to me  at stheresa817@yahoo.com 
as soon as you have it ready. We will want as soon as you have it ready. We will want as soon as you have it ready. We will want as soon as you have it ready. We will want 
the December ATP out to you before the December ATP out to you before the December ATP out to you before the December ATP out to you before 

Christmas. THANKS!!  S. TheresaChristmas. THANKS!!  S. TheresaChristmas. THANKS!!  S. TheresaChristmas. THANKS!!  S. Theresa    

 

Mass StipendsMass StipendsMass StipendsMass Stipends...if anyone has Mass 
stipends, intentions, etc., please 
consider sending them to Sr. Maura 
Fortkort at Stella and the Sisters will 

pray for your  intentions. 

Year of Mercy 

“The year of Mercy is an invitation to love, kindness, and unbounded generosity.  Pope Francis is 
offering us the opportunity to encounter the incredible mercy of God.  Encountering mercy means 
encountering God.  It can transform our lives, our relationships, our work, and our ability to embrace 
and experience all of life.”   LCWR 
 

The Diocese of Buffalo’s local LCWR sponsored a prayer service for the year of Mercy.  Stella Niagara 
was one of eight communities to host men and women religious for an afternoon prayer service and 
reception with over 60 participants.    A glimpse of the prayer service included 
an opening reflection, “In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis invites us to 
come to a renewed understanding and experience of the way we are loved by 
our merciful Father.  We are asked to commit ourselves to learning how to live 
out that same way of love and mercy in our world,” a prayer on the heart of the 

message of mercy, “The graces of My mercy are drawn by means of one vessel only, and that is trust. 
The more a soul trusts, the more it will receive.” (Saint Faustina) and THE CALL TO ACT drew our 
attention to “our own inability to be merciful in our ministries, at community meetings, with our 
families or with our neighbors,” and invited each of us “to consider one particular way we will open 
our minds and hearts to God this year by changing our attitude, specifically when… take a few 
moments to make this new commitment to a more merciful life.”   
 

  Go forth! We are living in the age of mercy! This IS the age of mercy! Amen! Alleluia! 
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ENTERED NEW LIFE 

 

All praise be Yours, my Lord, through Sister Death, from whose embrace no 

mortal can escape. 

Sister Hilária Koerbes died on September 18, 2016 at St. Francis Hospital, Santa 

Maria/RS - Brasil.  She was born on June 10, 1930 and was professed on 

February 3, 1956 

Sister Brigid Conboy died on September 28, 2016. She resided in Samarang, 

Indonesia.  She was born on August 22, 1922 and was professed at Stella Niagara 

on August 18, 1946.   

Sister Justyna Oleszkiewicz died on September 29, 2016.  She was a member of 

the community in Orlik, Poland.  She was born November 29, 1966 and was 

professed on April 29, 1990. 

Sister Maria Hoffmann died on October 9, 2016.  She was a member of the Santa 

Maria community in Brasil.  Sister Maria was born on August 17, 1927 and was 

professed on February 3, 1950. 

Sister Celia Kiesel died on October 9, 2016.  She was a member of the Stella 

Niagara Health Center Community and served in numerous ministries throughout 

the province.  Sister Celia had served in the United States Air Force prior to entering 

the Sisters of St. Francis.  She was born on July 15, 1926 and was professed 

August 23, 1961. 

Sister Estelita Leocadia Maria Weber from the St. Elisabeth community in Sao 

Leopoldo/RS - Brasil died on October 13, 2016.  She was from the Porto Alegre -  

RS/Brasil Province, was born on August 22, 1932 and was professed on February 3, 

1956.  


