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On January 29th I received the final gift 
for my Golden Jubilee.  Pacyfika, who 
celebrated her Silver Jubilee in 2017, 
and I went to morning mass at Domus 
Santa Marta with Pope Francis as the 
celebrant.  It was a deeply spiritual and 
utterly profound experience.  I believe 
that one of the things which made it so 
profound for me was its simplicity.  There 
was no miter, no staff, no helpers turning 
pages.  It was a daily mass with a 
congregation of about fifty.  I don’t have 
adequate words to express the depth of 
focus and attention to each word of each 
prayer of the liturgy which I felt in the 

Chapel, but I was touched to the core of my being.  I believe that we were experiencing the heart of 
Pope Francis’ ministry: being a priest gathered with a congregation sharing Jesus’ presence in the 

word, in communion and in one another.   

 

After Mass, we each had the opportunity to greet Pope Francis personally.  I simply shared my name, 
my congregation and that I was celebrating fifty years of profession.  I told him that I pray for him 
daily and that I am grateful for his leadership in the Church and in the World.  I will never forget the 
look in his eyes, the sound of his voice or the feel of our clasped hands, as he asked me, in English, 

to please pray for him because he needs it.  Then he blessed me. 

A�������� R�������� � ��� 25�� J������  
Reflecting on my 25 years of association to the Sisters of Holy Name 

Province, I remember the first meeting with Sister Ann McDermott, and 

associates Zoila Diaz, Adele Gonzalez and Isabel Gutierrez when an 

invitation was extended to learn more about the Associate Program. 

My first reaction was ...not me... I live with enough rules already!  I can't 

help but laugh about it now.  

 

I'm so glad that after learning more about Francis, Mother Magdalen, 

and meeting with so many wonderful sisters, my husband and I decided 

to join.  The commitment to prayer, 

service and mutual support has been a 

source of strength, hope and joy in my 

life.  I am so grateful.   Martha Alcazar 

 

Martha and Eddy were commissioned on 

May 30, 1993!!!    
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Sisters of St. FrancisSisters of St. FrancisSisters of St. FrancisSisters of St. Francis    

Celebrating our Presence in OhioCelebrating our Presence in OhioCelebrating our Presence in OhioCelebrating our Presence in Ohio    

  

Saturday, April 28, 2018; 2Saturday, April 28, 2018; 2Saturday, April 28, 2018; 2Saturday, April 28, 2018; 2----4 p.m4 p.m4 p.m4 p.m.  

 at the  

Boathouse at Confluence Park, Columbus, OhioBoathouse at Confluence Park, Columbus, OhioBoathouse at Confluence Park, Columbus, OhioBoathouse at Confluence Park, Columbus, Ohio    
  

We look forward to welcoming you for an afternoon of              

reminiscing and friendship. 
  

Reservations, $35/person (no charge for sisters), may be made online at www.stellaosf.org                       

or by sending your check, payable to  

“Sisters of St. Francis Development Fund”  

Office of Advancement 

4421 Lower River Rd., Stella Niagara, NY  14144. 
  

 Please confirm attendance by April 13, 2018. 
  

For information, please call 716-754-2193. 

Authoring Life… Reflections  

The Steering Committee invites you to reflect on 
some of the same questions that we 
experienced during our meeting.  
 
Reflecting on the “currents” of your life, what 
are significant moments when you have been “touched, by Jesus”? 
  
What are significant moments when the Province has been touched by Jesus? 
 
What is your desire as we all write the story of Holy Name Province? 
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ACTIVITIES AT SHA    by S. Mara Walton    

Our faculty continues to respond to the needs of others and to take time to deepen their own faith. Recently 

after the Parkland, FL shootings, Eileen Maloney, English teacher had her students write letters of support to 

the school. Another group of students met to plan the activities that took place on March 14, the day of the 

high school walk outs across the country. A peace prayer service began the day and then students were given 

the opportunity to walk out to the front of the school in silence and each of the 17 killed were remembered. 

Posters were placed on the front lawn representing these 17 victims. If students wished not to participate in 

the walk, they could write letters of support or pray the Divine Mercy chaplet in the auditorium. 
 

Students who went to El Salvador with Mike over winter break helped to remove chain link fence from the 

school yard, replaced electrical wiring in the school, ran a medical clinic 

with a local doctor and had prayer gatherings with the children of the 

town. Students live in a dormitory and love to cook native foods. This is all 

in coordination with Young Life groups in Buffalo and El Salvador.  
 

Meaghan Dandrea, our freshwomen religion teacher who works with SHA 

mission trips to the Dominican Republic, attended a conference at the 

University of Notre Dame presented by their 

McGrath Institute for Church Life. This was 

held in anticipation of the General Synod of 

Bishops in Rome that will have specific emphasis on youth. Taken from Peter 

Maurin’s hope to create a society where “it is easy to be good,” the conference 

embarked on an intensive academic and pastoral quest to look at the pervasive 

cultural influences that form young people today and begin work on the renewal 

of the Church’s mission in forming countercultures where virtue and faith are 

“easy.” The lay people, clergy, and Bishops attending conversed about best 

practices to engage young people and reach them with the timeless truths and 

beauty of Catholicism. Some practical ideas emerged such as incorporating silence into our lives, providing 

classrooms as a refuge from technology, practicing the art of conversation and 

interpersonal relationships and most importantly, it stressed the impact that the real, 

personal presence of faithful adults have in the life and faith of youth.  
 

The SHA bowling team captured the Msgr. Martin All Catholic championship by 10 

pins in the final game! Liza Florczyk bowled three strikes in the last frame to win the 

match and was voted MVP of the tournament.  
 

The basketball team came in second in 

the Msgr. Martin league and moved 

on to play in the Class A State Catholic 

schools championship in New York 

City. They beat Our Lady of Mercy 76–

63 in the semifinals and beat St. John 

Villa in the finals 62–49. They will play in the State  Final the 

weekend of March 23 – 24 at Glens Falls, NY. Your prayers are 

appreciated!  
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We have new life in the mission at St. Agnes, Mahina Convent. The kindergarten, Sr. Letisia's 

class, is praying before they receive their porridge to eat.  Sr. Letisia is with a student and another 
teacher, Miss Janet.  Many ministries with Sr. Valkinia, Sr. Devotha, and S. Yastina; Students 

learning to sew, nursing students and moms at  the hospital, the High School sponsored by the 

Dutch sisters,  5 postulants and 5 aspirants, parish secretary, and the Katoke seminary secretary.  

 

 

 

 

 

UPDATES FROM AFRICA by Sr. Maureen Harris    

Novice Sr. Emma and I both  

have March birthdays so we 

celebrated together! 
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2018 Upcoming Events: 
 
SSSSACRED SONGFEST SEASONAL SERIESACRED SONGFEST SEASONAL SERIESACRED SONGFEST SEASONAL SERIESACRED SONGFEST SEASONAL SERIES.  Currently planned for April 22, 29, and .  Currently planned for April 22, 29, and .  Currently planned for April 22, 29, and .  Currently planned for April 22, 29, and 
May 6, 2018: May 6, 2018: May 6, 2018: May 6, 2018: Three Sunday afternoons (2:00-4:00 PM). Come and appreciate 
interfaith hospitalityinterfaith hospitalityinterfaith hospitalityinterfaith hospitality with multiple choral groups from churches throughout Western churches throughout Western churches throughout Western churches throughout Western 
New YorkNew YorkNew YorkNew York, presenting faith-filled songs along with history on each … enjoy music 
and fellowship. 

 
““““COME DRINK DEEP OF LCOME DRINK DEEP OF LCOME DRINK DEEP OF LCOME DRINK DEEP OF LIVING WATERSIVING WATERSIVING WATERSIVING WATERS: : : : FAITH SEEKING UNDERSFAITH SEEKING UNDERSFAITH SEEKING UNDERSFAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING IN THE 21ST TANDING IN THE 21ST TANDING IN THE 21ST TANDING IN THE 21ST CENTURYCENTURYCENTURYCENTURY””””    
Retreat Week Retreat Week Retreat Week Retreat Week by    Sr. Barbara Fiand, SNDdeNSr. Barbara Fiand, SNDdeNSr. Barbara Fiand, SNDdeNSr. Barbara Fiand, SNDdeN.  June 17June 17June 17June 17----22, 201822, 201822, 201822, 2018.  Sunday evening dinner through Friday 
lunch. Pre-register by 6/3/18. 
 

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER GROUPCONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER GROUPCONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER GROUPCONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER GROUP on the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 PM.   
 

ROAD SCHOLAR PROGRAMROAD SCHOLAR PROGRAMROAD SCHOLAR PROGRAMROAD SCHOLAR PROGRAMSSSS    (Elderhostel, Inc.). (Elderhostel, Inc.). (Elderhostel, Inc.). (Elderhostel, Inc.). Multiple programs weeks throughout the calendar year.  

Call us for details or visit www.roadscholar.org.    

Because of travels and holidays, we haven't 
been meeting but we WILL WILL WILL WILL gather on Thursdays 
at 6:30 p.m. in Stella's Chapel. There will be 
FOUR strong practices before Assembly: March 
1, April 5, May 3 and June 7! All are welcome!  

Thanks, Colleen 

JUBILEE CHOIR STARTS AGAINJUBILEE CHOIR STARTS AGAINJUBILEE CHOIR STARTS AGAINJUBILEE CHOIR STARTS AGAIN    

EASTER GREETINGS FROM YOUR SISTERS AT STELLA! 
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With the Lenten season still echoing in our ears, we are invited to fill our lives with prayer, loving action, 
and faithful following in the footsteps of Jesus. The following prayer from Love Beyond Measure by Mary 
Lou Kownacki, OSB, reflects just such longings: 
 

O God, we want to choose a life of nonviolence. 
Help us to hiss, but not to harm; 
to hear the Voice that calls us Beloved; 
to be compassion within compassion within compassion; 
 

 to choose right action, not results; 
 to throw star after star against a dark sky;  
 to stretch out our hands and reach what we cannot. 
 

Give us the strength and courage 
to not only believe, but to act; 
to recognize our own participation in violence and our need for conversion; 
to challenge the unjust and violent structures of our day; 
 

 to gather, time and again, around the table of dialogue; 
 to create and promote peaceful alternatives wherever we are; 
 to continue to be a voice and witness of nonviolence. 
 

Our journey through the Doorway to Peace 
begins with the step we choose to take today. 
Be with us. Guide us. 
Love us into your Love Beyond Measure.  Amen. 
 
For further reflection: Choose a word, phrase or stanza and spend some time with it, flesh out its For further reflection: Choose a word, phrase or stanza and spend some time with it, flesh out its For further reflection: Choose a word, phrase or stanza and spend some time with it, flesh out its For further reflection: Choose a word, phrase or stanza and spend some time with it, flesh out its 
meaning for you, and keep it before you as you go through your day. Expand your perception and find a meaning for you, and keep it before you as you go through your day. Expand your perception and find a meaning for you, and keep it before you as you go through your day. Expand your perception and find a meaning for you, and keep it before you as you go through your day. Expand your perception and find a 
related action you can do to Love Beyond Measure.related action you can do to Love Beyond Measure.related action you can do to Love Beyond Measure.related action you can do to Love Beyond Measure.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CULTIVATING NONVIOLENT PEACE    submitted by S. Jolene Ellis    

Resources:Resources:Resources:Resources:    
Wink, Walter. Engaging the Powers: 
Discernment and Resistance in  a World of 
Domination. Fortress Press, 1992. 

Harper San Francisco staff, ed.  

Peace Prayers: Meditations, Affirmations, 

Invocations, Poems, and Prayers for Peace. 1992. 
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THE HEALTH CENTER’S ST. PATRICK'S CELEBRATION: The sisters enjoyed themselves, clapping and 
dancing in their seats to the Celtic sounds of "Step In Time" a local Irish group (Marcia and Monte 
Jones).   Step In Time got their name from Marcia and Monte’s need to "mix things up", musically 
speaking. They perform music of all genres, from all ages, while staying true to the spirit and 
energy of Celtic music. Outstanding vocals, a wide variety of instruments, and a "not your 

typical" repertoire make this duo's music best described as Celtic Eclectic.  



 

Photos by Associate Laurie Marshanke 

 ENTERED NEW LIFE 

All praise be Yours, my Lord, through Sister Death, from whose embrace no mortal can escape. 

Your prayers are kindly requested for the repose of the soul of our 
beloved Sister Mary Sharon Goodburn of the  St. Leo Community, Ohio 
who died Friday, February 23, 2018 She was born in Akron, Ohio  on  
January 31, 1929, and professed at Stella Niagara August 17, 1951.  
May she rest in peace.  

Remember to share your photos 

from around the province. Send 

them to S. Theresa Schneider at  

stheresa817@yahoo.com  

by the 10th of each month. 
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Items for the ATP  

can be sent to  

Sr. Theresa Schneider at  

stheresa817@yahoo.com  

by the 10th of each month. 

ATTENTION SISTERS 

FRANCISCAN FEDERATION ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2018 
 

Franciscans and Muslims: Lessons from the Past & Prospects for the Future 

June 11-14th 2018 

Adams Mark Hotel 

        Speakers  

 
Sr. Kathy Warren, OSF  

 

Franciscan Sister Kathy Warren is a member of the Rochester, Minnesota 

Franciscans. Kathy is a scholar of interreligious dialogue, particularly Muslim-

Christian interaction, from a Franciscan perspective.  

Michael Calabria, OFM, PhD 

 

Franciscan friar of Holy Name Province. He is the Founding Director of the Center for 

Arab and Islamic Studies at St. Bonaventure University in NY (www.sbu.edu/CAIS).  

 

If you wish to attend this conference, please contact Laurie Marshanke at 

lmarshanke@stellaosf.org or by phone at 716-754-4311, ext. 9764# by April 30, 2018.  

Address change for Associates 
Christian Pesca & Carmen Salcedo: 

New Address:  
7038 SW 23rd St  
Davie, FL 33317 
 
E-mail updates for Associates: 
Carrie Kierner: ckierner@gmail.com 
Isabel Gutierrez: isabelc1749@aol.com 
 
Address update:  
Associate Tracey Galbraith - please ADD  
PO Box 1564 to the existing address.  
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