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Where in the world have they been???Where in the world have they been???Where in the world have they been???Where in the world have they been??? 

Made it! Made it! Made it! Made it! After 18 hours of flight time, my daughter Colleen and I landed 
at Incheon International Airport in South Korea. Incheon has been rated 
the world’s best airport. We soon saw why…it included a roller skating 

rink, kiddie rides, performers in traditional costumes and much more. 

 We came to S. Korea to visit my daughter Heather, her husband 
Taehyoung and my new granddaughter, Jia Alicia. You’ve heard of long 
distance grandparents; believe me, this takes the cake! I live 6500 miles 
away from my very first granddaughter. Naturally, once I fixed my eyes on 
Jia, all the discomfort and exhaustion of the trip faded away. She is just 

beautiful and we instantly formed a bond (at least I’d like to think we did). 

 I was in Seoul, the capital of South Korea, for a month…and what 
a month of growth for both Jia and me! By the end of my time there she 
was 4 ½ months old and she was rolling over, grabbing on to things, 
holding items, responding to faces, laughing, focusing, cooing, standing 

and sitting with help. WOW!  What a girl! 

 I was also growing and learning so 
much about this beautiful country and city. I 
ate vegetables I had never seen before. 
Koreans ferment their food and it is very 
spicy. We ate sitting on the floor with 
chopsticks (I didn’t do too well).  I learned 
that Koreans love coffee. There are about 
3000 coffee shops in the city of Seoul. 
Floors are heated, so sleeping on the floor is 

a warm, cozy experience. 

 Seoul itself is a big, modern city with 
many ancient structures. It is the world’s 
most wired city and has a beautiful, clean, 
and modern subway, servicing the residents 
of the world’s 15th largest city and its many 

visitors. There were people everywhere! 

 

  

Christine Reichmuth’s trip to South 
Korea, meeting granddaughter, Jia 

Alicia for the first time. 
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ACTIVITIES AT SHA    by S. Mara Walton    

Our summer ministry appeal focuses on Sr. Diane’s Women’s Respite 
Program.  We are especially inspired by the program’s new initiative for mothers 
of children with autism.   

One donor wrote: “Dear Friends in Christ, Thank you for your ministry to 
women who need respite and spiritual comfort.  This letter touched my soul.  It is 
such a needed work.  Thanks to Sr. Diane and the Sisters of St. Francis for 
providing this service.”  Another wrote, “Glad to help you out.  I’ll add a comment 
on how ahead of the curve you are… My partner has a niece with a severely autistic son)…That you 
have expanded your horizon to include such needs is admirable.  Keep up the good work!” 
  
We are preparing for the October Tribute Dinner.  Are you a baker, candy or jam makers, or 
artisans?  We would gladly welcome your contribution to the auction.  All the proceeds support the 
needs of our sisters in the health center. Please remember in prayer all of our benefactors and all 
those touched by our ministries. 

It is a typical summer with all kinds of destruction and reconstruction taking 
place on the first floor of the Academy. As you walk in the “KeyBank” door and 
enter the lobby it will again hold pictures of the history of SHA. The SHA museum 
will show how the Academy has changed through displays of the uniform and 
written history panels. Eventually there will be videos and a touch screen archival library along with a 
recording booth where alumnae can record their memories.  
 As you proceed into the cafeteria space this will be totally redone in coordination with 
Personal Touch, our food service corporation. Serving stations and updated equipment will enhance 
the ability to provide healthy choices for the students. Reusable dinnerware and utensils will go 
along with the water bottle refilling station to comply with the suggestions by Pope Francis in 
Laudato Si, to become more environmentally conscious.  
 Moving down the corridor, SHA hall will return to a locker room area, study hall space and 
computer room. With the use of iPads, students will not need as many computers for their use and 
the present computer rooms will convert back to classrooms. Across the hall a section of the “old 
gym” will become a space for the seniors to relax and work.  
 The final room that has gone from “shower room” to “athletic locker room” is now becoming a 
“colllaboratory.” This will enhance the present STEM curriculum which emphasizes hands on “maker 
space.” When classes or clubs are in need of large areas to create things like rockets, catapults and 
art projects, this will enable them to build and leave the projects in place for the next time they will be 
working on them.  
 Hopefully all these areas will be converted in time for the opening of classes!  

FROM THE OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT  by Barbara Johnson, Director    
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FROM THE ARCHIVES  by S. Mary Serbacki    

A new parish, that of St. John the Evangelist, was organized by the Rev. S. P. Weisinger 
in 1898.  About 75 families formed the congregation and for the first 18 months.  In default of a 
church, services were held in the Chapel of the Josephinum College on East Main Street.  Every 
Sunday two sisters from St. Vincent’s went thither to teach a Sunday School class. 

 The church was built and the cornerstone laid on July 3, 1898.  Later a school was built in 
1905.  Father Weisinger was still the pastor.  The building had 8 large classrooms and an auditorium 
and was dedicated in 1906 by Bishop Hartley.   

 In September 1906, “sisters from St. Vincent’s Orphanage took up work at St. John’s 
Parochial School.  These first teachers were Sisters Seraphine, Constantia, Leocadia, Blandine, 
Innocentia, and Imelda.  As there was no convent for them as yet, they went back and forth to St. 
Vincent’s every day.  (This) entailed a good deal of hardship in winter, as it was a long way and 
there is no car line on Ohio Avenue.  Hence they looked forward with eagerness to the time when 
there would be a convent attached to the school.   

 Two years after the opening of the school, the convent was erected, and on August 22, 1908, 
Mother Lucy of St. Vincent’s conducted to their little home on Ohio Avenue the first sisters destined 
for St. John’s Convent; these were Mother Borgia, Sisters Clementine, Leocadia, Blandina, and two 
novices.  They were welcomed with the greatest cordiality by Father Weisinger, and the dedication 
of the convent took place at once.  It was the octave of the Feast of the Assumption, and therefore 
the sisters trusted that the Blessed Mother would look down from the heights of Heaven upon this 
new Nazareth and give her special protection to the work; and they probably felt too, that one could 
hardly be under the patronage of the Beloved Disciple without being very near to the heart of the 
Mother of Christ.” 

-- From:  S. Liguori Mason’s MSS History of the American Foundation, 1874-1924 

  

 We (the United States) have a huge military presence there, so there were many American restaurants 
outside the base in Seoul. We happily visited a few of them. I had a chance to visit the DMZ Zone, which was a 

stark, dark reminder of how this country and its’ people are so divided. 

 Not speaking Korean made it difficult to converse with natives. It is a language so different from English, 
but most Koreans, especially young people, speak some English. I did buy a book and hope to learn more so that 

my next visit will be even more productive. 

 However, good news! Heather and Jia are coming to visit me in October…for 6 weeks! If you see me around 

Stella carrying a beautiful baby, you will know it is my granddaughter, Jia! 

St. John Convent and School, c1924 

Christine’s story continuedChristine’s story continuedChristine’s story continuedChristine’s story continued    
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NEW WEBSITE: NEW WEBSITE: NEW WEBSITE: NEW WEBSITE: www.stellaniagararetreats.orgwww.stellaniagararetreats.orgwww.stellaniagararetreats.orgwww.stellaniagararetreats.org    

    

NEW ENEW ENEW ENEW E----MAIL:    MAIL:    MAIL:    MAIL:    centerofrenewal@stellaosf.orgcenterofrenewal@stellaosf.orgcenterofrenewal@stellaosf.orgcenterofrenewal@stellaosf.org    

    

Contact us for detailed fliers & information on the following retreats:Contact us for detailed fliers & information on the following retreats:Contact us for detailed fliers & information on the following retreats:Contact us for detailed fliers & information on the following retreats:    
    

Directed Retreat Week: August 22-28, 2016.  (Monday dinner through Sunday lunch).  Spiritual directors for this 

retreat: Sr. Marian Baumler, SSMN; Sr. Nancy Fortkort, OSF; Sr. Donna Lord, GNSH; Sr. Kathleen Murphy, OSF;  

Sr. Jean Thompson, OSF. Fee: $575 per person (6 nights). Advance reserva&ons required w/$175 non-refundable 

deposit by 8/8/16 @ 3:00 pm. 

 

Biblical Personal Profile: Understanding Yourself and Others through Biblical Comparisons (Workshop-Retreat).  

November 11-12, 2016 by COR Execu&ve Director Nancy P. Askins, PhD, CMQ/OE.  Fee: $166 per person (1 night).  

Addi&onal customized nights possible for expanded personalized DiSC™ coaching (call for details). Advance 

reserva&ons/$50 non-refundable deposit due by 11/1/16 @ 3:00 pm.   

 

Advent Retreat Weekend by Fr. Tom Hartle, OFM: December 1-4, 2016.  Fee: $295 per person (3 nights).  Advance 

reserva&ons required w/$90 non-refundable deposit due by 11/17/16 @ 3:00 pm. 
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Dear Sisters & Associates, Dear Sisters & Associates, Dear Sisters & Associates, Dear Sisters & Associates,     
My heartful gratitude to all of you for all the prayers, gifts, Masses and best wishes I received at my Jubilee 
celebration. It’s a blessing to have such wonderful loving support from our Franciscan family. Peace & All Good! 

Gratefully, S. Ruth Ann Heider (Ruthie)  
 
Let us "look to the past with gratitude, live the present with passion and embrace the future with hope" (Pope 
Francis' Apostolic Letter to Consecrated Persons). Thank you for your Jubilee presence thru prayer and gifts!          

S. Mary Anne Rapp 
 
I'm overwhelmed by your generosity and response to my Jubilee of 65 years.  Gifts of precious Masses, cards with 
prayerful expressions that inspired me, and donations made to worthy causes. Priceless!  Love and "God give you 

peace,"  S. Rosina Amicon 

 
THANK YOU for a wonderful Jubilee celebration, and for your greetings, prayers, and lovely gifts!   I so enjoyed 

everything!  Gratefully, S. Alice Metzger 
 
I would like to express my sincerest thanks and appreciation for your prayers and gifts for my Jubilee and for 

making it such a wonderful day.  God Bless All!  Prayerfully, S. Eileen Barrett 
 
Your many kind words, beautiful cards, and thoughtful gifts along with our jubilee Mass and dinner made my 
golden jubilee celebration at Stella a wonderful one.  I was surprised not only by the number and quality of the 
remembrances but also by how it touched me to see the way my name was written, calligraphied, or printed so 
carefully and beautifully onto each envelope.  In light of "Laudato Si" and the Care for our Common Home, I am 

limiting my paper thank yous. May God reward each of you.  Gratefully,  S. Nancy Miller  
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ENTERED NEW LIFE 

 

All praise be Yours, my Lord, through Sister Death, from whose embrace 

no mortal can escape. 

Dear Sisters, Sister Alice Frantz of Sacred Heart of Jesus Province,  Porto 
Alegre died on June 20, 2016 at the age of 90. Let us pray the Lord to give her 
eternal rest. 

 

 

 

Your prayers are kindly requested for the repose of our beloved Sister Maria 
Cecylia Klara Kuchta of the community of Immaculate Heart of Mary in Orlik, 
Poland Who died on June 29, 2016.  She was born on August 12, 1925 And 
professed on August 13, 1950. May She rest in peace.  

Let us pray for the repose of Sister Maria Helga Both from the community 
home of Santa Elisabeth, Sao Leopoldo – RGS – Brazil, Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Province in Porto Alegre – RS – Brazil.  She died on July 10, 2016.  She was 
born on August 27, 1920 and was professed on February 3, 1943.  Rest in 
Peace.   

Let us pray for the repose of Sister Lucia Sibylla Matte, from the  
Community Nossa Senhora de Fátima (Sacred Heart Province of Jesus,  
Porto Alegre - RS – Brazil) who died on July 15, 2016.  She was born on 
January 30, 1929 and was professed on February 3, 1959.   


